INTRODUCTION

To the many friends who have helped me I owe what
Henry would have described as ' inestimable thanks'; and first
to Miss G. Scott-Thomson, who read the whole book before it
went to press, and to whom I have always been able to turn
for advice and criticism and stimulating discussion. I have to
thank Professor A. W. Pollard, Miss E. D. Monro and Miss
A. M. Huntington for having, when necessary, tempered with
syntactical discretion the Tudor exuberance of my translations
from Latin, French and Italian; also Professor M. K. Pope,
Miss B. M. Daunt and Miss Dorothy L. Savers who have
helped me with some linguistic problems. I have to thank
Dr. W. W. Greg, to whom I have been able to refer palaeo-
graphical difficulties: Miss M. M. Barber, who, after enduring
Henry's giant bulk and overwhelming personality in the house
for over two years, has corrected my proofs: Miss G. Murphy
and Miss M. A. Cullis for loans of books: Miss Hazel Barkley
and Miss Joan Watson for invaluable secretarial help: Mrs.
Murrie for correcting the proof of one of the letters by the
earliest known copy: and Miss N. O'Farrell who has helped
me with various queries. To each and all, my thanks for the
graces they have added to my book: for its deficiencies, and
for errors of fact, text or reference, I alone am responsible,
as my own checker.

My grateful acknowledgements are due to the Society of
Antiquaries for permission to reprint a proclamation from the
unique copy in their library; and to Corpus Christi College,
Oxford, for permission to print Letter No. in (Part II, Ch. i)
from the original manuscript, and to reproduce the signature
in facsimile.

It is, as always, a pleasure to acknowledge the help so freely
given by the officials and staff at the British Museum and the
Public Record Office. I also owe special thanks to the
Librarian and staff of'Dr. Williams's Library.
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